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C.D.'s bound in years, 21 volumes, from No. 1 1947 to 1968 
included. Lacks 1956. Best Offers, please, for the Lot; will 
not split. Single issues also avai lable and Annuals. 

LATEST COLLECTIONS PURCHASED include bound volumes: 
Boys' Friend weekly, Boys' Rea lm, Boys' Herald, Boys' 
Champion Story Paper, Boys of the Empire, Our Boys' Journal, 
Boys' of the World, Boys' Graphic, True Blue, Nelson Lees, 
Chums, B.0.A.'s, Young England, and others. Large variety 
of unusual singles. 

Can Always make up Bumper Lots (my select ion) of either 
Good or Fair Reading Copies, 50 or 100 or more. So many 
duplicates in stock and must reduce. 

EAGLES. Large stock. Also bound volumes from No. 1. 

H.B. Fa csimiles and Book Club Specials: Complete Stock. 

Good selection of second-hand; please advise Wants for these: 
In Print £6; Out-of-Print from £11. 

A visit always advisable if you can. Usual hours; also after 
hours and week-ends, but please advise first. You are very 
welcome! The largest stock with the best prices. 

N O R M A N SH AW 

84 Belvedere Road, Upper Norwood 

LONDON, S.E.19 2HZ 

Tel. 01-771-9857 
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TH E LA NCA SHIR E LAD 'S INVEN T ION 

Exact ly 50 yea rs ago our Dann y was enjoy ing a Ge m st or) 

entitl ed "Gl y n's Lin e-Writ er " . Gl yn' s inv ention would produc e "line s", 

takin g a l l the unpl easantn ess out o f any "impo sit io ns" wh ic h a ma st er 

or a prefe c t might impo se upon some o ffending juni or. Th e juni or 

woul .d write two or th ree lines and then the machine would reproduc e 

th ose lines in any number requir ed. So Mr. Ratcliff ' s bark ed order : 

"Figgin s, tak e a hun dr ed Jines" meant nothing at all . 

Danny, in 1934, may have thought to himself: ''Oh, yes, a 

kind of dupli cat ing machine. Th ere ' s not hing so wond erful in Lhat" . 

But th at stor y , under the titl e "Th e Lancashi re Lad's Inv e ntion" 

had origina l ly appeared in the Gem in Janu ar y 1912. Wer e ther e 
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duplicator s so long ago as that? If not, Hami.lton was f arseeing, 
and ahead of his tim e. In a picture which Macdonald drew t o accom
pany th e 1912 stor y t he machine is no t unlike the famous Gestetner 
wh ich we were to know so well wi th the passing of tim e. 

By the nineteen-tw enties th ere were ce rtainl y dupli ca tor s. 
They used to advertise one called th e Peti t Pl ex Dupl icato r in the 
Ge ms and Magnets of the t wenties . When 1 was a yo ungster at 
scho ol I someh ow acquired a Petit Pl ex, hav ing been l ur ed by th e 
adverti sing. 

I st arted a schoo l magazin e, calling i t "The Bl ue Ensign" whi ch 
wa.s reall y most inappropriate, except that my father wa s a sea ca p
tain . I ran th at magazine for several yea rs, and, somew here, I stil l 
hav e all th e copies stacked away. 

I wrote it all out by hand, using a thin nib, a specia l ly suppli ed 
ink, and non-absorbent paper . M y co usin th e n took over and repro
duced the copies . It was not a m ach fne. A tray of refined blue 
cla y . One place d the original copy face dow n on t he clay, left it 
for a minute or two , and th en ran off th e copies with a squeegee . 
Then the cla y had to be washed off , and the second copy ap pl ied, 
and so on. It was a messy affair, [ seem to recall. I fancy one 
could run off about thr ee doz en from the one orig inal, the early 
ones being ver y dark and the succe eding ones getting fainter and 
fainter . 

I wonder whether anyone else in the hobby ever possessed one 
of thos e Petit Plex Duplicators whi ch they adv ertised so often i.n 
the compani on Papers in the twenties . Glyn' s machine of 1912 seems 
to me to have been vastl y superior, more on the lines of tho se we 
know today . 

CAN ANYONE HELP ? 

Some years ago a dear friend of mine, who was seriously ill , 
wr ot e to me that he had no belief in an After Lif e. He describ ed 
us as ''cabbages '' , wit h nothing to look forward to when this l ife 
on earth is ende d. I was sadden ed , and at a l oss for what to say 
to h im in reply . My friend died suddenl y befo r e I could answer 
his letter . 

were: 
At t hat time, the closing words of a poe m came to me. The y 

1'Alas, for love if thou wert all 
And nought beyo nd - 0 Earth!" 



Page 5 

for a Bel i ever - and that Belief is surely Knowledg e - it is 
th e fact that we will meet our lost ones again which sustains and 
co mforts us. lf there is nothing beyo nd the Earth, the poe t says, 
life would be indeed di smal. "Alas, for love •.• " 

Those closing word s of the poem have run through my mind 
again many time s in recent month s. T o my surp ris e I found tha t 
l co uld not bring to mind any thing else of t he poem, though I am 
sure that years ago I knew the whol e of it. l had an idea that 
the line ca me from L ongfe llow. 

But appar ently such is not th e case . I ca nnot tr ace the line s 
in either Longf e ll ow or Wordsworth . It occur s to me Lhat the line 
may co me from one of t he minor poe ts - Mrs . Heman s or Cowp er. 
T hose lovely reading books, publish ed by Chamber s, which we r ead 
and enjoyed in schooldays long ago., of ten had delightful poems whi ch 
v..e learnt and wh ich remained in the memory. 

lf any of my rea<lers happens to re co llect the lin es, and would 
send me on the in forma tion, I should be grat eful. 

THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FEB RUARY 1935 

r don't know what a snipe is, but it must be something pr etty 
unpleasant. His formfellows in the Remove have nicknamed Caffyn 
"The Snipe". Caffyn is Coker's cousin, and Caffyn is trying to dis 
grace Horac e in the eyes of his rich Aunt Judy. The month's fir st 
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story in th is new Magnet series is entitled "Fool's Luck". Prout 
gets knocked down, and Coker is sus pected - but Coker has an 
infalliab le alibi. Caffyn has failed again. 

Next week ''The Schemer of the Re move",. It' s the best in 
the series so far. Old Coote's horse disappears - Coote is the 
village carrier - and the disappea rance of the horse is due to Caffyn . 
And as Caff yn is Coker's cousin, Coker, who can never mind his 
own business, feels he must take a hand. So Coker is suspected 
of backing horses . It's great fun - and Caffyn fail s again . 

Next, "The Remove's Remarkable Recruit". Coker plays foot 
ball for the Remove, and Caffyn plots again. He also fails agai n. 

Fina l of the month is "The Unseen Witness''. This time Lodgey , 
the bookie, attacks Caffyn, who has welshed over a bet. Caffyn 
is badly knocked about. He c lai ms Coker did it, . and thinks that 
this time he is rea lly on a winner. But Joyc e, the gamekee per; 
saw what happened, and Coker is ln the clear - and Caffyn has 
failed yet again. 

It' s all very entertaining, even th ough the plot really make s 
no progress. Caffyn will still be trying next month . 

The trial of Bruno Hauptmann has gone on for several more 
weeks in th e United States. But a t last Hauptmann ha s been found 
guilty, and sent enced to the electric cha ir, for th e kidnapping 
and murder of the Lindbergh baby. 

The Greyfriars story in the S.O.L. is "Bunter, the Bad Lad" . 
It co mprises separate Bunt er episodes . A quantity of food is 
ordered to be delivered to Mr. Quelch from Chunkley's, and it all 
ends with Bunter as a hero, having rescued a ch ild who was play
ing on the railway in th e path of an express train. 

The other S.O.L. is another collection of Grimslade tales, 
under the title ''The fourth Form at Grims lade''. Dr. Sparshott 
is determined to disc ipline his sc hool, but he finds the new boy, 
Jim Dainty, a hard nut to crack. These tales come from the 
Ranger, but I don't care much for Grims lade and have no great 
love for the Ranger. 

In th e Sexton Blake Library the Pierre Quiroule story is "The 
Vanished Million", a splendid novel set in London and Latvia, and 
introdu ci ng Granite Grant and Mlle. Julie, along with Blake, Tinker, 
and Pedr o. I get my S.B.L.' s from my brother, Doug, and another 
one l have this month is "The T ithe War Mystery" by Gilbert 
Chester. It is an unusual tale, set in th e English countryside and 
among country folk. 
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In the Boys' fri end Libr ary r had "Th e Earthquake-M ake r", 
a Ca ptai n Justi ce story about our world being in great danger. 

Herbert Morri son, the Ho me Secretary, has promis ed t o pre serv e 
t he Gr een Belt. T hat is all th e love ly open co unt ry within reach 
of London. He is going to put a st op to what he ca lled t he "urb an 
sprawl" - that is, putting up houses in ever y open space ttr at t he 
build ers can find. More power t o hi s e lbow . 

An Air Mail servic e has opened be tw een Li verpool and th e 
Isle o f Man . It was inaugurat ed by t he Lord Mayo r o f Li ve rpool. 

Doug and Mum took me one night co th e Holborn Empir e wh ere 
a new revue is running instead of weekl y vari e ty at the moment. 
l t is named " King Folly" and it scars Bi ll y Bennett, who ca ll s him 
self "Almost a Gentleman", An ton Dolin, the c lassica l dancer, and 
Wend y T oye. 

Some lovely stori es in t he Gem t his mont h, tho ugh l t hink 
the .St. J im' s t ales are shor te ned a bit to make space for th e new 
Packsa ddle wes te rns. 

T he month opened with two connect ed ta les , and ver y good 
ones th ey are . ''Fro m Foot li ghts tO f orm-Master'' te ll s of a new 
mast er, Mr . Wodyer, who is due to tak e Mr. Ra tc liff's pl ace for a 
tim e. Aft er that New House barring- out, Ratt y needed a break . 
But just when Mr. Wodyer was due to leav e hi s home to take hi s 
post at St . Jim' s he went dow n wit h a severe a tack of ' flu. So 
hi s bro ther , who is a music-hall artist ou t o f a job, went to St. 
Jim' s in his place . And t he boys found hrm a ver y unusual school 
mast er . However, he got on all right, ti ll Edith G lyn , who knew 
t he first brot her and had onc e been engaged to marry him, recog
nised that th e new master wa s not th e real Mr. Wodyer wh o had 
been booked for St . Jim' s. 

T he second tale is "T ru e Blu e" with th e real Mr . Wodye r 
r eplac ing his otag e brot her . The new master t urns up tr ump s wh en 
a gang of burglars are working th e district; so much so that, at 
the end, he is engaged t o marr y th e fair Edith Gl yn once again . 
A rattling good couple, and ver y nov el. 

Nex t , "G ly n' s Lin e- Wr i t er", a good tal e co ncernin g anot her 
of Glyn's inv en ti ons. fina l ly "Ca pta in Gussy". Kildare has to leave 
St . J i m' s for family reaso ns. Knox expec ts t o become Ca ptain 
of the School in his place, but Arthur A ugustu s put s up in his pla ce 
and is e lecte d. A n amusing l ittl e trifl e. 

Two hum an legs have been fo und in a parcel in a railw ay 
ca rriage at Waterloo , and l ater th e rest o f the body was t aken 
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from the Grand Junction Canal at Brentford. The police are making 
wide enquir ies. 

At the pictures we have seen Matheson Lang in "The Great 
Defender" . And Charlie Ruggles in "Murder on the Run away Train" . 
Th is sounded much more exciting than it really was. Car y Grant 
was in "Kiss and Make Up" about a beauty specialist wh o was going 
to marry a rich client, but changed his mind at the last minut e 
and married his loyal secretary. 

Conrad Veidt was i n "Jew Suss" which l found heav y-going , 
though it is a much praised film. Kay Francis was in "Dr. Monica " . 
Ralph Lynn and Gordon Harker in a British co medy "Dirty Work". 
Jack Oaki e in a flimsy musical "Thank Your Star s". Finally Russ 
Columbo in "Wa ke Up and Dream''. Tragically, Russ Columb o 
accidentall y shot himself and d1ed ju~t before the film - his last -
was rel eased. 

Th e Modern Boy is a bit weak just now. The most popular char
acters ar e all missing at the moment. There is a serial entit led 
"Da y tona Lu ck", concerning a boy, Jim Cameron , who plays a part 
in an effort to break the Land-Speed Record. The seria l is said 
to be written by Kaye Campson, who is a racing dr iv er in real 
life. 

Th e co medy western series coot inues, about Percival Ulysses 
Woodger , who is supposed to be touring the wild west . T wonder 
why there are so many farcical western tales about just now. 

Biggies .is in a series of tales about Peace-time air thrills. 
Biggies is trying to find the base of the mysterious flying-boa t 
which is causing much trouble . And there is a picture serial about 
the adventures of Mickey Mouse - more comedy westerns. 

But Captain Justice is due back in Modern Boy next month, 
so mayb e there are better times just round the corne r. 

NOTES ON THIS MONTH'S "DANNY'S DIARY" 

S. O. L. No. 237 "Bunter the Bad Lad" canprised three separate Bw1ter ep i sode s 
fran the years 1927, 1928, and 1929 re spectively. 

The Sexto n Blake story "The Vani shed Million" had origina ll y appea r ed unde r 
the same t i tle in mid 1924. 

All of the Gem stories had come from the Spr i ng of 1912 , though they had 
appeared in a diffe r ent order. The two stories "Fran Foo tlig hts to Fo:cm-Master" 
and "True Blue '' had originally been enti tl ed r e spective l y "Figgins & Co . ' s New 
Master" and "The Hero of St . Jim's", An @..xoellent pair of connected stor i es 
on unusual lines, the t "'° originals, i n their fu ll-length, would have made a 
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fi r st - r a te st or y f-or th e S . O. L . Pr es umably they had been overl ooked f or thal 
medi um. Mr Wcdyer , who be came Edi th Glyn ' s fi an ce, rrade minor appea r an ce s 
now ancl t hen in blue cover days , as did th e set t i ng of Glyn Hou se and the Glyn 
family . 

"Gl yn ' s Line - Writer " had been '"Th e Lancashire Lad ' s I nv en t ion '' i n 1912 . It 
wa.2 r eprinted on sev,e ra l occas i ons , and the cove r p i cture , which was copied i n 
the 1935 r epr in t , was fami liar to o l d- t ime r eaders . 

"Capta in Gussy " had be en "Cap ta i n D' Arcy " i n 1912 , and it was actuaJ.ly the 
earliest of the s e four 1935 re pr in ts. 

The Brun o Hauptman trial in the Stat e s la sted for ove r si x -weeks , and , th ough 
he was foun d gui lt y , it was mor e than a year late r, du e t::o l egal wra ngles , bef ore 
Hauptmann went t:o t he ele ctric ch a i r. His co®se l tri ed t o th rc:M su sp i c i on on 
the baby ' s Engli s h nur seire id who was na med Bett y Gow. I believe that irost o f 
th e ransom money paid by Lindberg h has nev e r been tra ced to this day . 

Russ Columix>, irentio ned by Dann y th js rocmth , made a rn.11nber of f il.mS. He 
had his own band , a.nd as a c roone r he is sa id to have r iva ll ed Bing Cr osb y . 
He was only i n his t wenti e s at th e t im.e o f his dea t h . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

BLAK\ANA 
FORTY YEARS OF SEXTON BLAKE (Part 6) by W.O.G . Lofts 

I suppose one of the highlights in meeting personalities con
nected with th e old Blake - must have been meeting B. W. Twyman 
many time s at his 300 year o ld cottage in the wild s of the Sur r ey 
countr yside . T he near est house wa s at least a mil e away . 'Tw y ' 
had unlike most writer s kept his own personal records of hi s editor
ship of Th e Union Jack tha t wa s righ t in the golden years of stories 
from 1921 to the fir st year of th e new dete c tive Weekly in 1934. 
He not only had a li st of authors of the tale s (when they were anony
mous) but graphs showing the popularity of serie s, authors and cha r ac 
ters. There was also a large chest full of letters from readers, 
and author s, which I found most in t eresting to read as they contained 
some household names inc luding titled peop le and members of th e 
Gov ernment, plus stars of the stage and screen . 'Twy' was also 
in many ways, for he had started at t he A.P. as a proof reader 
on The Magn et/G em group, and was able to relate all the inside 
details about the inner workings of the most popu lar school stor y 
paper . He also at a later date wrote two Magnet storie s publi shed 
in 1926, as well as drawing a map of Gr eyfr i ars and devis ing a Bill y 
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Bunter Game . Edito r of t he 1919 short lived Detective Librar y and 
Nugget Weekly, he also knew ever y writer who wrote for Amalgam ated 
Pre ss in probably the best year s o f their his tor y . 

Lo oking back at it al l now, I suppose it cou ld be sai d that 1 
was extremely useful to 'Tw y' - as he wa s then earni ng his liv ing 
by writing for the American Tru e Crime Maga z ines. J used to attend 
tr ia ls and send my personal reports for him to writ e up. [ even 
once inv estigated a Haunted house at St. John ' s Wood (cu r iously 
t hat I remem bered had this reputa tio n when at school nearb y) and 
had a most nerve-rack in g experi ence . I also used to send him the 
last editions of all the th en L ondon Evening Papen,, that contai ned 
full repor ts of tri als, so th at th ey reached h im first th ing th e next 
morning. How one could rely on th e post those days! Twy also 
at te nded an Old Boys ' Book Meeting at Surb iton , where the greatly 
loved Madam made bim fee l so much at home, that th ey were soon 
chatting away lik e o ld frie nds. 

I lost contact with Twy when he had long peri ods in Hospit al 
in the late sixt ies. l onl y learned of his death vi a an Australian 
friend who had heard it from T wy 's son living in the U.S.A . I 
was horrified later to lea rn fr om the Estate that all his personal 
records had been burnt . They regar ded it as rubbish, not havin g 
any hi storic or lit erary value. I t o ld them st r aight that a larg e 
part of our social history had been lost dealing with juvenile literatur e 
in the twentie s and thirties that could never be replaced. Extracts 
from readers' letter s cou ld have provided a featu r e for Blakiana 
for many many years full of int erest . 

THE HOME OF HOLMES by Rev. Fran c is Hertzberg 

Sherlock Holme s, as "J.W. C." writ es, ma y hav e had less author s 
than Sexton Blake - although if we include all the parod y and pasti che 
writers even that may not be th e case - but he certainl y had mor e 
homes ! J. W.C. simply quotes an addre ss and th i nks that is all . 
But it never is in Hol mesian stud y! I shan't get into the quest ion 
of "Upper" Baker Str eet ("Thes e are deep waters, Watson") as in 
Holm es' time it was cal led York Place . I shan't even make much 
fuss about J.W. C.'s omission of the "b" in 221b, Baker Street - it 
probably meant "bis" , i .e . ha l f-a-house, or set o f rooms. But I will 
point out that the only thin g a lmost all students ate agreed about 
regarding The Home of Holm es is that is was n't at the house 
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numbered 22 1. Hard luck as that may be for the Abbey Nat. Bui Id

ing Soci ety, which makes so much of the fac t, it just doesn 't fit 

all the c lues - the re lation ship to the vari ous Mew s (one now ca ll ed 

Sherlock Mews), lo "Th e Empty House", e tc. Al leas t in hi s middl e

late peri od Bl ake is far easier to Lrack down - t here are few build

ings ln Berkley Square anyway, and eve n fewer that could have 

been lh e modern (sic) Blake '~ trend y ' 60s abode. 

And f'm glad to say Blak e isn' t really even le ft behind in 

th e bi r thday stakes . Certainly some astrologe rs have found the 

feast of the Epiphany a suitabl e tim e for the Birth of Ho lmes. 

Bue the date was first suggested on the basis of nothing more substan

ti al than that the on ly Shakespe are play Holmes quoted more than 

once was Tw elfth Night ~ Holme s him self, who ranted against those 

who the orised with insufficient data , would disown th e lo t o f such 

"st udent s"' 
And las tl y Bl ake writers, J.W.C. note s, never want ed to kil l 

off Blak e the way Doyle did Holmes . No? Why then did some 

of the m not int roduce him in to stories unt il the last decent moment, 

and somet ime s even later? The y didn't seem to have much bursting 

desire to get their hero onsrage at the earlie st possibl e mom ent . 

And many wer e on ly too happy to k i ll him o ff in his ow n st or ies 

rut see those stories withouL Blak e but with anothe r hero - certainly 

for money and wider and new sales areas, but kill him o ff none 

th e less. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Happy New Y ear to al I O.B .B.C . frie nds, especia ll y Bi ll, Eri c, Jac k, 

No rman and J aygee. 

WANTED: Boys ' Cinema Weeklie s and Ann uals, Champion , 

Triumph , Boys' Favourite Library by E. R. Hom e- Gall, 

Numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4 and Vic tor Gaunt Books . 

ERN DAR CY, 47 FISHE R STREET, MAIDSTONE , VICTOR IA 3012, 

AUSTRA i LIA . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Bi ggies books - not Dean or children's c lubs. I have 

duplicates that could be used as swo ps or sale. 

GORDON HARRISON, 14 AMB ERL EY CLOSE , DO WN EN D, BRIS TOL, 

BS 16 2RR. Tel. 0272 564969 evenings. 
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A LETTER FROM ST. FRANK'S BY An Old Boy 

A small news item in one of the London dailies had me o ff 
to St. Fra nk' s as fast as I could. Colonel Kerrigan who had been 
rescued by a St. Fran.k ' s holid ay party led by Lord Dorr imore and 
Nelson Lee some time ago in the jungles of South America was 
visiting his son Stanley Kerr igan at St . Frank's and somehow the 
newshounds had discover ed it . What made it news wa~ the associa
tion of Col. Kerrigan ' s rescue and Percy Harri son fawcett 's di sa 
ppearan ce in the same region . Read er s of the St. Frank' s history 
will recall th e time a party penetrated the fever- ri dden jungles 
of th e Matta Grosso to search for the lost colonel and found a 
modern El Dorado peopled by White giants and ARZAC Indians . 
News of Stanley Ker rigan' s father rekindled intere st for the co lonel 
was hoping to create fres h light on Fawcett's long absence and 
perhaps Lead a re scue part y. And from little incident s bigger thing s 
grow. Although it was nearing Christmas and the chances of a 
South American trip by the St. Fr anks crowd was ext remel y unlikely . 

The areas bounded by the mightly Amazon Rive r are still 
shro uded in myst ery and "Lost Cities" are still th ought to exist 
and only the terrible snake-infested swamps, hungr y fever haunted 
wi Ids and savages ready to re sist with po iso ned arrows curb th e 
t rea sure hunters for gold Is said to exi st in p lent y. 

So it was with much inter est that my visit t0 St. Frank's 
was heightened by mee ting Lord Dorrimore and Umlo si too . Though 
why old Umlosi would want to embrac e an English winter from the 
warmth of an African sun I never could understa nd, but loyal ty 
builds strange affections . 

Whether Colonel Kerrigan' s visit is the prec ursor of another 
El Dorad o visit I ca n't say at thi s stage . Tt ma y we ll be th a t 



Page J 3 

a London newspaper may finance a party led by the colonel in the 
search of Mr . Fawcett. Co lone l Kerrigan 's knowledge of the region 
might succeed in discovering the lost exp lorer where others have 
failed. ln any event, Lord Dorrimore would surely be interested 
as would Nelson Lee and with U mlosi it would make a very thrill
ing adventure. The pit y is that it is a few months before any length y 
sch ool holiday can be expected al though, as Nipper remarked tv me, 
school work cou ld still go on while travelling - H has been done 
before . 

I have never been on a treasure hunt or to find a lost ex plorer 
in the stea my jungles of a foreign land, but J like to read about 
it. Very few of us are given the opportunity to visit mysterious 
exot ic areas where danger and death are a daily hazard. But were 
it not for intrep id hunter s like Dorrie, Nelson Lee and others this 
would be a dreary old world of ours •. 

FALSE EVIDENCE by J. R. God save 

It is a somewhat debatable point as to whether an aut hor can 
afford to 'kill off' a lead ing character for the sake of writing a sensa
tional story or a sensational en ding. Such a position must have faced 
E. S. Brooks when he finally wrote Walter Starke out of the famous 
St. Fra nk's characters . 

ln some cases a characte r who has off ended against school 
rules, etc., is rep r ieved by the sav ing o f a IJfe from either drowning 
or fire . Starkes's crime, if hi s can be called such, was that he 
swore tha t Nipper had struck hfm down with a walking -sti ck one 
night when in ac tu al fact he was k nocked down and injured by a 
passing motor car. 

The whole inci dent started with Ne lson Lee leaving St. Frank' s 
for a few weeks at the req uest of a Government Mfnister for some 
secret work in I taly . Had Lee not gone he would have saved Nipper 
a lot of trouble. 

It was Teddy Long who was responsible for informing Starke 
that Nip per was to break bounds that night for the exp re ss purpo se 
of playing a jape against Ha .I Brewster & Co. of the River House 
School. Armed with this information Starke took i t upon himself 
also to break bounds with the idea of confronting Nipper in the lane . 
His idea was to aggravate Nipper to such an extent that Nipper 
would str ik e him. Starke would then collapse and as he had previousl y 
arranged with his study-mate, Kenmore to arr iv e on th e scene shortly 
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after and would then witness an assault on a prefect which, of course, 
would ea rn Nipper a flogging by the Headmaster. 

It was unfortunate that Nipper whil e walking along the lane 
bound for the Riv er House Schoo l should see over by th e left hedge 
there seerned to be a black pat ch . As he ca me leve l and was about 
to stride by he could see some thing lying on the ground. Walking 
towards the object Nipper disco vered that it was a human form , 
lyi ng huddled and motionless . As he bent down he caught sight of 
a St. Frank's cap , and th e figu re as he saw when be look ed c loser, 
as tha t of Walter Starke of the sixth. 

The fir st ex;planation to flash into his mind was that Stark e 
was laying intoxicated after a visit to the White Har p. All attempt s 
to rouse Starke failed and resting his hand on the ground near Starke' s 
head his fingers to uched something wet and st .icky, and th en Nipper 
saw that the senior's forehead was b leed ing. 

Starke had suffe r ed a vi olent blow on th e forehead, and there 
was an awful wound . Nipper saw a walking-stick on the ground 
and mechanic all y pi cke d it up. Even as he touched the heavy knob 
he recog ni sed the stick as his own. He dropped the stick at once 
for his fingers were still smeared with the blood he had touch ed. 
He wiped his hand in th e grass and t hen picked up tbe sti ck aga in. 

At this point Kenmore arrived and was labouring under a misa
pprehension. He fully believed that Starke was shamm ing. Finding 
out that such was not th e case he immediately accused Nipper of 
striking Starke across the head with the walking-stick. lt was Mr. 
Crowell who came out to investigate the voices he heard in the 
Jane. The three of them carr ied Starke into t he School and the 
Head and Mts . Pou lter were also sent for . l t is at this point that 
Brooks in a trul y dramatic style brings out the ev il nature of the 
stricken senior . 

Alone with Kenmore, Starke recovers consciousness to hear 
Kenmore ask ing if his assailant wa s Nipper afte r al l. Although in 
a hazy menta l conditio n Starke sees the opportunity of accusing 
Nipper of hitting hi m with a st ick. All the ev idence is against 
Nipper - the bloodstained wa lking-stick and almost the ffrst wor ds 
in answer to Kenmore's enquiry was to the effect that Nipper wa s 
guil t y of the attack . On the face of it it would be seen that Starke 
was in no condi tio n to manufa ct ure evidence and it was obvious 
that Nipper must have lost his temper and struck Starke. 

With such evidence against him it wou ld be almost imposs ibl e 
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to prov e hi s innocence unle ss Starke could be forced to give a true 
account of his inj urie s. How Nelson Lee on his r etu rn to this country 
forced Starke to admit he was hit by a passing motor ca r mak es 
fascinatlng reading . o.s. 2 11 "Th e Trapping of Starke'' . Such was 
the gravity of hi s action that under no circ umsta nces could he be 
allowed to remain a scholar of St . Frank's. Ex pelled and dl sgrac ed 
his final act against Nipper is recorded in o.s.212 "Th e Prefect' s 
Revenge" . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DO YOU REMEMBER? by Rog er M. Jenkin s 

No. 200 - Magnets 1028-34 - The Toad of the Remove 

This series illustrates only too clearly the variable qua l it y 
of the Magnet at this time. Perhaps the mosL astonishing f eature 
is Lhe publ icat ion of a substitute story in No. 1030 ("A Ventriloqulst 
at Large") that had nothing at all co do with the series . Another 
slightly unsettling aspect was the number of newcomer s and returners 
that were introduced in such a short space of time. But noma tter 
what faults could be di scerned in the structure, both in details 
and in style the series was largely very satisfying . 

Redwing was making a late return to Greyfriars, now as a 
fee-paying pupil sinc e he had found a fortune in the South Seas, 
and he was accom panied by Vernon-Smith who had persuaded hi s 
father to extend his holiday s until late Oclober'. They came across 
Edgar Bright torturing an animal and Redwing was so disgusted 
th at he fo ught with him. Sir Hilton Popper was also enco untered 
and he passed some d isparag ing remarks about their fathers, which 
they denied, and as Mr. Que lch later remarked with a good deal 
of prescience, "Sir H il to n' s resent ment may cause more trouble 
than you can be awa re of " . 

Sir Hilton Popper was a fine charac ter drawing, and in ear ly 
days he was a typical Edwardian squire who flog ged poac her s and 
could influence the Board of Governors at Greyfriars in any wa y 
he chose. By t he late 't wenties, however, his finances had gone 
to pieces, the estate was heavily mortgaged, and the servan t s were 
expec tinp- a c rash at any moment . The account of Sir Hilton in 
the toils of a money lending sol icitor, Mr. Bright, was sup erb . 
Mr. Brig ht blackmailed Si r Hilton into recommending Edgar for 
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Greyfdar s aft er Dr. Locke had refused to accept him. The descrip
t ion of Sir Hilton's predicament was enhanced by delightful irony, 
and his discomfiture at having to r.ecommend th e son of a man 
he despised was related with telling eff ect . Sir Hilton was no long er 
an ogre to be loathed by the r eader: he was now mor e of a figur e 
of fun, and any dramatic situ ation ln which he appeared was alway s 
t lnged with amusement. 

As well as Edgar Bri ght, the Toad of the Remove, th ere wer e 
two other characters who appeared , both from St. Jim ' s - Ernest 
and Frank Levi son. All three were sear ch ing for the will of a 
former Remove master, and the legal intri cac ies were explained in 
the co ntempo rar y Gem as well as th e Magnet. Whal mattered 
was not the complicated financial ta ngle but the way in which the 
episodes were integrated into the plot : Guy Fawkes celebrations 
became part of the co ntinuing story , the Highcliffe match ended 
in one numb er and was picked up again in the next, and there was 
also the unexp ec ted gratitude of Skinner that saved Lev ison fr om 
being expelled for theft; al l added up to produce some magnificent 
fi rew orks, lit era ll y and metaphori ca lly. There were, however, tw o 
elements that were typically Hamilto nian: the new boy who was 
a sneak was also dishonest, and the solicitor was a rogue. Only 
a detailed know ledge of the auth or's own private life could explain 
these cons tantly recurring curious themes. 

• * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THE WILMOT SERLES by H. Heath 

I regard the "Eric Wilmot series" in the Magn et as being a 
neglected subject in the columns of the C.D. 

This is puzzling, as to me t he theme and quality o f the writing 
bear a very strong resemblance to the ''Victor C leeve series" in 
the Gem, eight years earlier in 1928. The "Vi c t or C leeve series" 
is rightly regarded as one of Char les Hamilton ' s best, but the 
"Er ic Wilmot ser ies" appear s to have receive d scant recognition. 
This is my v iew after ten years of reading the C.O . 

In my opin ion, the quali t y of the writ i ng of the Wilmo t st ories, 
is equal to that o f Victor Cleeve ln the Gem. The main points 
of these two stories were certainly extremely sim ilar . 

Both Cleeve and Wilmot had left their former Schools, Barcroft 
and Topham, after being accused of thef t. Cleeve, thanks to his 
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re lat ive at St . Jim' s, Mr . Railt on, is admit ed t o t hat School, whi lst 

Mr. Hacker who was rel ate d to Wilm ot, perform ed th e same service 

at Gr ey lriar s. Cle eve and Wilm ot were bot h extreme ly good at 

sport , at cr icket and socce r re spec tiv e ly . Howeve r , both boys had 

no wish to co ntinu e wilh their sporti ng ac tiviti es at th e ir new 

Schools, or to mak e new fri endships. Their co mm on and most fer

vent desire is to reurn Lo Bar c roft and To pham, aft er somehow 

having had th ei r innoc ence proved . This object is eve ntuall y 

achieved . 
Ev ident all y in 1947, Hamilt on intr oduced To pham, Wilmot' s 

old schoo l, in slim bookl et fo rm. would be most inte re st ed t o 

know i f this booklet featur ed Wi lm ot , and the only oth er boy named 

in the Magnet ser ies, Ral eig h, capta in of th e Topham socce r team . 

If this is th e case the n Charles Ham ilton would seem to have 

fond memor ies of the "Eri c Wilm ot Seri es" of 1936 not to hav e 

forgott en T opham. Ther e is no doubt t hat tw o unkn own Sc hoo ls 

te mporarily provided the reader s of the Gem and Magne t, with 

tw o splendid c har acte rs in Victor Cl eeve and Er ic Wilm ot , in tw o 

magnifi ce nt ser ies. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
LET 'S BE CONTROV ERSIAL 

No. 246. TH E SOU ND AND THE ECHO 

In the artic le whi ch we publi sh thi s month, Mr. Heath expresed 

the opinion that th e Magnet 's Wi lm ot serie s of 1936 is one which 

has been muc h neg lected in our pages and not g iven the c redi t 

it deserv es. 
Long years ago I wrote that the Cl eeve ser ies wa s th e best 

o f 1928 in th e Gem. It was not a diffi cult dec ision at whi ch t o 

arriv e. The C leeve serie s of 4 storie s was th e only writing which 

Charles Hamilt on did fo r the Gem in that yea r. Th e re st wer e 

sub tal es, and pretty aw f ul ones at th at . When I wrote, the Cleev e 

ta leswe r e but li ttl e known, and ra rely quo t ed, for the simple reason 

th at th e old die - hards were not bothe ri ng about the Ge m whil e 

it was under th e sub scourg e. 
Long years ago Roge r Jenkin s wrote that the Wilmot serie s 

in the Magn et - a copy - lock, stock, and barrel - of the Cleev e 

seri es, was th e most out st anding work in the Magne t in 1936. 

l th ink Mr . Heath is pr obably right . The Wilm ot :seri es dre s 
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seem to hav e escaped popular favour . The reason cou Id be that 
i t was so close a copy in theme to the Gem seri es - a I ittle variation 
on the theme might have helped - but, as I obse rv ed, th e Cle eve 
tales wer e not a ll that well known at t hat ti me, I 936. 

The Wilm ot tales were co mp etent enough. l t is a wel l-written 
serie s with an ex cellen t st udy of the boy ' s uncle, th e for m- master 
Mr. H acke r. Maybe, by the time of Wilmot, th e Golden Age of 
the Magnet was fading . When Cleeve was writen in 1928 the writer 
was at th e peak of hi s pow er s. By the time of Wilm ot , eight years 
later , he was over the top of t he hil l . 

Bot h ser ie s were restr ained in len gt h. The C leeve series ran 
to fou r sto ri es, but at that t im e t he Gem stor ies were a good deal 
longer th an they had been earli er. There wa s nothing mu ch apart 
from the seri al to pro vid e th e supporting progra mm e and hog the 
spac e . 

The Wilm ot ser ies ran to six sror ies, somewhat longer than 
Cle eve but certain ly no bett er. And th ere was that most odd factor 
- one of t he great myst eri es o f th e Magnet and one which bas 
received bu t very littl e attentio n - when, aft er four tales had 
appeared, th e ser fes was int errupt ed for th e publication of the 
eight -story Br azil series . After two month s we were back with 
Wilm ot fo r the two storie s to wind up the Wilmot seri es. 

r can th ink of no explanation to account for this strang e affair, 
but i t makes one think that neith er the auth or nor the pow ers- th at
be were parti cularly enamour ed of th e Wilmot ser ies . 

Bu t that inexplicable hi atu s, when th e series was about two
thi rds t hrough its course , may have made a difference to th e Wilmot 
popularit y . 

I'm sure I lik ed the Wilmot ser ies we ll enough i n 1936, with 
li ttle if any memor y of Cleeve . Today r like the C!eeve seri es 
very much the better of th e tw o. The c r icke t backg r ounds make 
a differenc e for me, but I also find it easie r reading . 

l'm a little doubtful wheth er, when Hamilt on created Topham 
School for t hose little post-w ar oddities, he was affected by any 
fond memories of the 1936 Wilmot seri es. I think it was his weak
ness fo r using names over and over again . r don't know how many 

Topham booklets appeared, but 1 fancy no t man y. It was ju st a 
marking-t i me exercise until the auth or was able to writ e Greyfri ar s 
agai n. 
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News of lhe Old ~S Book Clubs 
LO NDON 

Despite t he inc leme nt weath er there was an average attenda nce 
at the Walt hamstow meeting and those present fu ll y enjoye d th em
se lves. 

A parc1graph, take n from the Un ion Jack 1365, "The Mist letoe 
M ilk Mystery '' by Gwyn Eva ns had been jumb led up by Chr is and 
Dun can Harper and co mpetitor s had to solv e the puz z le to give 
th e correct paragraph. Roge r Jen kins was t he wi nner . Prizes 
were donat ed by t he co mpiler s of the puzz le. 

Ma ry Cadogan had brought alo ng the B.8.C. ta pe record ing 
of the rece nt broadcas t fea tur ing the William books and the aut hor 
R ichmal Crom pt on. 

Fro m t he Holi day Ann ual of l 936, Bill Bra dford read the 
extr emely funny St . Frank' s sto ry "H andfo rth' s Windfal l". 

Memory Lane reading fr om newslet t er num ber 204 was re ad 
by Duncan Harp er . 

Fin al ly, London Un derground maps we re di str!buted and co mpet 
ito r s had to nam e stations with names that appear in the o ld paper s, 
e.g. Ru ssell Square for th e Junior in the Remove Form at Gre y friar s. 
Mark Jarvis was the winn er. 

Th elma Brad for d and Glady s Peters were giv en a vote of thanks 
for mak ing th e tea. 

T he Annual General Meeti ng of th e cl ub will be held on Sunda y, 
10th Febru ary , at th e Laugh ton residence of Chri s and Suzann e 
Ha rp er , a full tea will be provid ed. 

BEN WHLTE 

CAMBRJDGE 

The Cl ub met at the home of Jack Overh ill on Sunda y, 6t h 
January despite snow and ice , hence only six members bei ng pr esent . 
Keith Hodki nson gave a talk on 'Co ll ec ting Gone Mad '. After intro 
ducing many zany i t ems collected by people all ove r t he world 
he then gave an acco unt of the man y thin gs he had co lle c t ed 
t hrough out his lif e. f'irst o f al l t here was a model rail way coll ec 
t ion, al l l 940' s and earl y 1950 ' s H o rnb y Dubl e three rail loco motiv es, 
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rolling stock and accessories and th ese were display ed before mem
bers . Next came the ol d cinematograph films but t he item s di s
played thi s t ime were another aspect of thi s hobby - vintage home 
c lnema togra ph equi pment. The fi rst Kodak 16mm proj ecto r o f 1924 
and the Path e 9.5mm Bab y Cine of 1926 occ upied the centre o f 
atte ntion fo ll owed by several late 1920' s and early 1930's c ine 
ca meras. The third co lle ct ion was, of co urse, boys papers, com ics, 
and books togeth er with adu l t magazi nes of the 1940' s and 1950 's. 
T he exa mpl es chosen for di spl ay were th e first ones that Keith 
had been given or bought as a c hild which infl uence d his co lle cti ng 
in t he futur e - hls first 'Bo ys' Own Paper', fir5t 'B eano' , first 
'Mec cano Magazi ne', first 'Wiz ar d', etc . et c. 

After a marvellous tea provid ed by Mr s. Ov er hill , Edw ard 
Witte n presented one of his quizze s .. 

The meet ing finished earl y due t o the deteriora t1ng weather 
conditions but not befor e appreciation was exp ressed for the tea 
and hosp italit y to the Overhill s. 

NORTHERN 

Meeting held (417th) Saturday, 12th January, 1985 

Mention was made that Gerald Ca mpi on had recentl y appeared 
on t.v . and had stated that he would not pla y the part of Bunt er , 
again! 

K ei th Smith asked the question "Wher e is Greyfriars?" He 
read the article by Bill Gand er from Story Paper Collector in 1942 
in which the writ er had done some research to t ry and locate th e 
fi c t ional schoo l. Two map s had been produced to show us - the 
one appearing in Magnet 1672 and the co lour ful production from 

' !iow ard Baker Pre ss. In Magne t 22, the schoo l was quoted to be 
"inland '': in number 62 it was "near t he coa sri' and in Magn et 323 
it appeared t he famous Fiv e would have to cycle 100 mile s from 
the school to get to Dover. In later Magnets, th e text gave the 
establi shment as being on the south coast then back to north Kent. 
The editor, i n answer to a reader ' s letter, said th e school was 
"sit uat ed near the south coast o f Kent". It was adm itt ed, that 
the maps were well produced, but from inf ormati on obta ined from 
Magnets, many discrepancie s co uld be found only to find certain 
th ings to be confirmed in other number s. Peter McCall, in a recen t 
article, discussed the problem and it was incred ibl e that after 40 
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yea rs peo ple were di scussing som ethin g that after all, was fi ct ional. 

Frank Richard s had stated t hat he had not kept no te s of va ri ous 

facts and figur es r elating to hi s sto rie s. 
The B.B.C. Wor ld Ser vice had recen tly Lransmitt ed a programme 

about William to be followe d up by larcin Jarvis read in g from 

Lhe sto ri es. Dar rel l had broughL a lon g a cape record ing o f a radio 

play o f William, 40 yea rs' ol d. It was intere stin g to hear the 

pr esent ati on the script being written by R ichmal Crom peon. 

Wil l iam is ve ry much in vogue a t the moment and appears t o be 

get tin g as popul ar as t he scories of C.H. 
A very enjoyab le mee tin g - co mplet e with a di scussion on 

our forthco min g ce lebrations for 35 ye ars' existe nce at Northern 

Club . 
JOHN NY BULL MINOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
{Intere st ing it ems from th e 

Edi tor's lett er - bag) 

BOB CUS HINl ~ (Wel wyn): I canno t mi ss this oppor tunity of co ngr at u

lating yo u on yo ur recent Edit o ri a l, a lw ays l might add, a source 

of gre a t pl easure to me but, thi s one in particul a r, struck a c hord 

of mem ory wh ich trans port ed me back to my d ista nt childh ood. 

T ref er t o yo ur observati ons on th e Victorian nov e l "Co ming Thro ' 

Th e Rye " . 
What must have been an ear ly edit ion o f chat saga reposed 

on my moth er's bookshe lf , t oge ther with such 'mast er piece s' as 

"If Wint er Comes '', "The Way of an Eagl e'' etc . , as fa r bac k as 

I ca n rememb er . l was f ar too yo ung at th e tim e to d ispl ay ev en 

Lhe mild est interest in such lit er ary ge ms but reg arde d t he m merel y 

as additi ons to the deco r of the roo m. 

H oweve r their tit les, if noth ing else , clearly made an i mpr ession 

on my mind as many year /) lat er, I reca ll readin g about th e film 

ve rsion which yo u also co mm ent upon. 

Again, because I was to o yo ung, I was not priv il ege d to see 

either of the two film ver sions late r re leased. 

Howev er, with the passin g of th e yea rs, th e motion pi ct ur e 

bus ine ss, together with Hamil to nia , bec ame my ruling passions, 

and J took grea t de light in viewing old sc ree n classics , mainl y at 

th e N FT, of wh ich I am st i ll a mem ber. 

A furth er point of more than passing interest t o me, is th e 
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re feren ce in your edit oral to t he loca ti on of the Hepworth studio s. 
I was born in th at area but not earl y enough to recall the Hepw orth 
premises but, lik e your good self, well re member the many and varied 
stage product io ns launched by the famous 'Q' Th eatre, which super 
seded Hepwo rth. 

ERI C LA WRENCE (Wokingham): Wjth ref ere nce to the Nelson Lee 
co lumn in C.D . No. 456 (Dec . 1984), t he author speaks of going back 
in t im e to St. Fr anks. He must have gone back a very long way 
if t he music used only seven notes . 

Man y cent uri es ago, the musical sca le did i ndeed consist of 
seven notes - wha t we now ca ll the "whi te' ' notes - bu t o th er seml 
tone s began to be introdu ced and by the middle of the 15t h cent ur y 
Lhe five "b lack '' note s had been added t o keyboard instru ments. 
Hence th e chromatic scale of twel ve notes as on our pre sent day 
pi anos. 

This took place more than 200 years be fo re th e birth of J. 
S. Bach whose terc entenary falls in 1985. So "an o ld boy" must 
have been speakin g with th e ancesto rs of Ne lson Lee, Nipper and 
Lord Dorri more. 

HAROLD TR USCOTT (De al) : St . Frank ' s must be a peculiar place 
of lea rning if your O ld Boy cor respondent did indeed learn th ere 
that all music is written wi th seven note s. To beg in with, does 
his "all" music consist only of Western mu :sic , or does he include 
Or iental syste ms as well? If he tak es in th e latter in his wide sweep, 
there ar e Orien tal systems which have as man y as 43 recognisabl e 
divisions to wha t we would call on octave . But even conf ining it 
to Western music the chromati c scale of semitones (leaving aside 
20th century phenomena such as i -t ones and •,., - tones) goes back 
ce rta tnly as far as Anci ent Gr eece, one of the modes in use ther e 
being known as Chromatikos . And there is fair evidence to suggest 
that some such scale was in use in Egypt 3,000 year s ago. 

Tt surprises me, too, that the Old Boy needed to learn, after 
he had le ft the seat of learning, that the English alphab et contains 
26 letters. 

Thi s makes it obl igatory t hat all "our" lit era ture (by which 
f take i t he mean s English lit e ratur e) is written with 26 lett ers, since 
there are no others . 

TOM PORTER (Cradley Heath): You may recall that i t was I who 
first suggested a PRIN CESS SNOWEE CORNE R - the idea came 
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to me in a flash one afternoon - and I had mi ssed new s of her 
recently. I am $Ure other s have too. 

With regard to the S.O.L. despite it s fault s - I wonder how 
many of us saw them fn the 20's and 30's - l certainly didn't -
it gave us a service otherwise unava il able . 

T was a Nelson Lee fan in the '20 s and '30s - it was onl y 
after th e war t hat J became acqua in ted with th e deli ghts of Hamil
toniana - and am still a Lee fan to thi s day; but there were many 
tanta l ising gaps in my co ll ec tion and I wa s often wi shful tha t I 
didn ' t know what Nel son Lee and Nipp er did next week . Now l 
can go to my complete col lect ion of NLLs, MONSTERS, SOLs, BF LS, 
(NL L & CH), DETECTIVE LIBRA RY , NUGGE T WEEKLY, etc., t o 
check on something or to re-r ead a half forgotten stor y . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ESMOND KADISH (Hendon): The Annual - as excelle nt as eve r: 
- was doubly welcome when one remember s what a difficult year 
1984 has been. Nice to see Gussy on the cover for a cha nge, in stead 
of th e ubiquitou s Owl. In fact , the Annual is not only a marvel
lous read, but it LOO KS sd attractive, too, and the illustrations 
complement the text perfectly . Congratulation s, once aga in, dear 
Editor' 

I was inter ested to see that, in the latest Hamilt on "C om panion " 
volume, the writers credit John Wheway as the author of the Cliff 
House tale, "F orb idden to be Friends", from the l 937 SCHOOL 
FRIEND ANNUAL. In fact, i.t orginally apeared in a 1927 issue 
of the SCHOOL FR IEN D (No. 96), when L. E. Ranso me w as writing 
most of the Cliff House tales. Wheway's schoolboy cha ra cters 
- Jimmy Richmond & Co . - have been substituted for Jack Tol lhur st 
and Co. , who appear ed in the original version. The story has been 
short ened for th e Annual, and incidents such as Bessie's falling 
through the ice, and appa r ent ly being left to her fate by Tollhurst 
have been deleted. The question ar ises: who really wrote it -
Wheway o r Ransome'? 1 must say that the style do esn 't seem much 
lik e that of Wheway's Cliff Hou se tal es in the thirt ies , although 
that doesn't necessari ly mean that he didn't write if, of co ur se. 

There's a further mystery over the authorshjp of the opening 
Cliff Hous e ta le in the 1938 SCHOOL FRI END ANNUAL, too. 
Again, th is is reprint of a 1926 tale in the SCHOOL FRIEND (No. 
55) entitled ''The Hidd en Schoolgirl", with suita bl e adjustments made 
to the characters and text. Significantly, perhaps, the Annual version 
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-refers Lo "plump Bessie Bunter" ins lead of the "fat Bessie Bun t er" 
of the orig inal. Perh aps Mr. Wheway and Mr. Ransome co llab orated 
on both stori es! 

L. S. ELUOTT (London): At the Ca mbrid ge mee ting menti on was 
made of the _pre-war Thrill er whi ch lasted frorn 1929 to 1940. 
Jt was stated that Edga r Wall ace first wrote of Mr . J. G. Re ader 
in a Thr il ler tale . No t so. "The MJnd of Mr. ]. G. Rea.der" was 
published in 1925 and "T err or Keep " in 1927 . His first Th rill er 
tale was ''Red Aces " , lat er to appear as a book - plus two more 
storie s. Oth er full -l ength Thri ll er ta les appeared in book form as 
''The GLJv'nor and Other Stories ". 

Jt was also mention ed at tbe Ca mbridg e meeting chat Leslie 
Charteri s wrote a Saint st ory for the Thri l ler . In f ac t he wrote 
many new shor t nove ls in thi s paper, a ll to be publi shed as books . 
The onty Saint book pri or to the Thr ille r was "Meet the Tiger" , 
later converted to a Sai nt book "She was a Lady". 

BILL LOF TS (London); l ca n assure Fr. Her tz berg t ha t all co ntri
butions to the C .D. are from my ow n pen. My wr i t ing I wou ld 
suggest has impro ved through the years - lik e wine ma lured wi th 
age. As far as I can discover, the S.O.L. repr in ts were edited 
by C. M. Down th e Magnet edit or who wa s paid about £2.2 .0. a 
t ime fo r th em. So he could hard ly sack bim self. l never raised 
the question with him perta ining to S.O.L. but J do know when 
suggesting th at the Gem reprint s could hav e been done much bett er, 
he blamed Art hur Aldcroft who was in charge of t he paper at the 
lime, and did not have a high opinion of him. Much later when 
A ldcrof t was t raced he onl y had unple asan t memorie s of hi s days 
on the Companions Paper s and would not el abor ate much on hi s 
days on The Gem. As he was th e auth or of the shor t Gre y friars 
story in The Boys ' Herald 'Wun Lung' s Pie ' - that li ke t he pie wa s 
simp ly awful, maybe he was not as versed about the cha racter s 
and cor rect subbing as the Magnet edito r suggested . I feel certain 
that the Rookwood serials (or th e bulk of them) in Th e Gem were 
wr itten by Stanley Aust in and K enneth £ . Newman . The fo rme r 
reput ed to be th e best o f the sub~writer s, and who was f ar superior 
to Newman in my own opi nion. 
REV. F. HERTZBERG (Hr. Bebington): "Tom Merry Cavalcade" 
ha~ been one of the most enjo yable i te ms in S.P. C. D. - and "T wenty 
Y ears Lat er" was certainly the most moving ins t almen t . Is the re 
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any cha nce of a separat e public ation o f the series entire? Dann y 

keeps cri ticislng Magnet free gifts . Can they have been so bad 

if Prout and Coker "endorsed" them ? But Whart on did so also. 

Prout might have been expected to know th e differenc e between 

a si x-shooter and an aut omati c pistol. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
RANDOM TH OUGHTS FROM A LADY READER OF C.D. 

MARGERY WOODS writes: 

I don' t know if I told you that l collect children' s books as 

well as sto rypapers . Recently a very in te rest ing item ca me into 

my co lle c ti on. A bookl ength story in annual format, it s title is 

BELLS OF MYSTERY by Joan !nglesant, whose name will be 

instantly recognised by collec tor s of A .P. schoolgirl fiction. Thi s 

one, howev er, is not one of th eirs but was publi shed by Puzzl e 

Book s Ltd., of Garri ck Street, Covent Garden, and the puzzl e ele 

ment is provid ed by a jigsaw enclosed within a pocket insid e the 

back cover. When co mplet ed the jig saw illustr at es "th e wonderful 

revelation that solved the mystery of Weirdslea for ever" . 

Weirds lea, of course, was the Villag e of a Hundr ed Secrets, 

where in dwelled Helen Bourne, fa mous in the pages of SCHOOL

GIRL S' WEEKLY during the 1930s. There is al so an inter estin g 

dedication which reads: To my very good friend Re ginald Th o mpson 

Eves this little books is affect ionate ly dedicated. "finis coronat 

opus". lnglesant Grang e, November 1933. The illustrat ions are 

by Glossop. 
I wonder if this was a reprint of a SCHOOLGIR LS' WEEKLY 

ta le, or an original. Perhap s one of our C.D. exp erts could t ell 

me which author was behind thi s pseudonym . S/he wrot e a great 

number of stor ies and serial s for all the A .P. g i rls' papers, man y 

of which wer e reprinted in the SCHOOLGIRL'S OWN LIBRARY. 

I've discovered references to John lngl esant, but none to Joan . 

The Merlin edition entitled BESSIE BUNTER AND TH E MISS ING 

FORTUNE mentioned by Mi ss Evely n Flinders may be an abridged 

reprint of BAFFLED BY JEM IMA (S.O.L. No. 605 of Oct . 1937, 

which in its t urn was probably i:l reprint of a seri es fir st seen in 

the SCHOOLGIRL some time in the early thirt ie s). I have tw o 

MERLIN co pie s. One is BESSIE BUNTER AND THE GOLD 

ROBBERS, whi ch was published in S.O. L. 694 as MABS MUST NEVER 

KNOW . The other is BESSIE BUNTER JOINS THE CIR CUS , wh ic h 
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appeared as BABS AND CO. 'S CIRCUS TASK in S.O. L. 524. It 
wou ld be interesting to compare th ese e d ited versions with th e 
original wee kly series, almost ce rt ainly all by John Wheway as Miss 
Flind ers surmises, but so far the re levant issues of SCHOOLGIRL 
have elud ed me . For me, Wheway's stor ies date le as t of al l in writing 
sty le, and his constr uction and plot lines were usua lly very sou nd. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DEATH OF ANOTHER LOYA L C.D . READER 

(A Tribut e from Larry Morley} 

I was saddened an d shocked to learn of the death i n November of Pred Oak 
of Cricklewoe;id . He t ook a ke en inte r est in the Hamilton stories , and particu 
l ar ly in tJ1e Magnet - and he dearly loved our c .o. 

I n a way, lon g ago, I was instrumental in re - in troducing him to the o ld 
pape r s . We worked ort night duty at Hoover's, and he would watch me r eading 
the Howard Baker repr i nts . We would di:;;cuss the much loved o ld pa pers of whi ch 
h.e had a fair collectio n. 

He was a b ig rl\311 i n every way , huge i n sta ture and bi g of heart, and , like 
most b i g men, he .-,;as of a gentle disp::>sitio n and a thoroughly good f ello w. 
Dur i ng the war he was a sergeant i n the Infantry , and for a time WQS sta ti oned 
near t o Eric Fayne ' s home. 

My regre t i s that I did not ke ep irt touc h with hirn t i ll the last . We would 
have a t elephone chat from time to time dur ing a year , but I did not cornmunlcate 
with him in recent months . On behalf of us all, I extend since.re sympathy ta 
h i s widow and daug hter . Good-bye, ol d friend ., .rest peacefu l! y. I will always 
treasure the menory of bo t h of us r eading the old papers while working on th ose 
nigh t shifts . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Old Aer omod e ller Maga zin es and Annuals, Model Air craft 
Magazines and old plan s, Kit s, Engines. Also ol d books on sa me 
subject. Please sta te cond ition and pri ce . 

ARNOLD MONEY, 2 SUNDOWN AVENUE,BRAOFORD, BD7 4 BS. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
JOE CONROY writes: 

It is just on 23 years since I receive d my fir st co py of Story 
Paper Collectors ' Diges t . It was an issue with a wh ite c ove r, and 
the picture had the ca ption "The Empty Chair". 

23 yea rs of wonderful stepping -stones in memor y. 
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NEW LIGHT ON PENTELOW? by Simon Garrett 

The accent i s on th e questi on mar k. 

After so man y years of dedicated research by Bill Loft s and 

others, one sometim es feel s that nothing can be new, bu t has anyo ne 

read "J . N. Pentel ow: a Biographical Enqu ir y ''? 

This bookl et was private ly print ed in 1969 for the author, 

Irving Rosenwate r, and lim ite d t o fifty copies . 

All I know of it is a review by John Arlott in the 1970 ed i tion 

o f "Wi sden Cric keters" A lman ack" . Mr . Rose nwa ter is sa id to hav e 

unear thed a gr eat deal o f Pent elow ' work under hi w own name 

and fiv e pennames , inc luding some fourp enny paperba cke d novels . 

The re is also r efe rence to the f amou s clashe s with Charles 

Hamilton . 
I was not inv olved in the hobby in 1969, but I wonder if anyo ne 

ca n te ll me wheth er thi s bookl et has ever cast any li ght on o.ld 

con trover sies ? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BILL LO FTS wri tes: 

Th e Blak e seri al in The Wi ld West Weekly, that was cont inued 

in The Thri l ler, wa s or igi mil but I beli eve t he c har acte r The Phanto m 

Sheriff had some Am eric an origin s. T he auth or was prob ably Ernest 

Holme s incidently th e last editor o f 'Every bodys ' . 

In answer to E. Ho lman s query - edit ors have sli pped up before 

in the i r edit orials, by rev ea ling the rea l name of an autho r, k nown 

only t o reader s under a nom -de-plurn e. R. Samw ays used t o answe r 

reade rs letters of t en making some up on the instructio ns o f H. 

A . Hint on, espec iall y those on white f eathers, on why Hint on had 

not gone to War fo r his coun try . Th e well known office boy to 

H into n was Will Gibbons, a small boy who remain ed in small sta tur e 

al l his lif e. Smok ed cigars, spoke in a high pit ched voi ce and was 
a comical cha ract er around the co rrid ors of Fleetwa y House . 

Wheth er he answered letters will now nev er be known as he was 

killed in a ro ad acc ident in 1970 . I le not only wr ote a M agnet 

sto ry , but became qu it e pro l i fi c in th e writing field , when his sto rie s 

were usually like his charact er, very comi cal . 
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TH E MODERN GIRL by W. 0. G. Lofts 

I would suppose almo st every col lecto r, whether th ey coll ect ed 
it or not, must have heard of Th e Modern Boy. T hi s was publi shed 
by T he Amalgamat ed Pr ess and had a run of ove r t en yea rs in 
th e 1928/38 period. Easily i t s most popular stories wer e those 
of K en King 01 the Isla nds - by C harles H amilton , as well as the 
science fict ion eleme nt sto rf es by Robe r t Murray . lts ed i tor whom 
I onc e met in t he fifti es was Charles Boff - whom C. M. Down 
edito r of the group which included The Magnet & Gem, always 
spoke very highly o f. 

But I wonde r how many C.D . rea ders hea rd o f a publi ca tion 
entitled - T he Modern Girl that seemingly starte d ln 1936? Unfortu
nat ely lhe onl y co py I have seen wns dated 1949 and when paper 
shortage was acute in the peri od ju st afte r th e end of th e last 
War. It had obvious ly (like many A.P . co m ics) been great ly reduc ed 
in size by this time about 4 in ches by 5 in ches like a smal l pocket 
Library . f t was published by Co ur y Pub.Co. of Lon don. W. 14, when 
it s yello w cover had an illustration of a very grown up schoolg irl 
drawn by 'Zara '. A t the pr ice of nine-pence it was edited by prob 
abl y it s owner a Louse A ndr ee Co ur y , and fts pages were few 
fodeed ! The opening story (no au tho rs name give n) was 'T he Miss
ing Wi ll' that re mlnds one of the same title in the Ne lson Lee 
saga by Maxw e ll Scott . Ar ti c les incl uded 'A French Gi r ls Tdea 
of Fas hion '. 'Rug Making at Home' - and moder n g irls coo ker y, 
with prizes fo r rec ipe s. Ther e was also other shorties and odd 
item s. 

How l ong i t exactly ran for l 'm still t ryi ng to discov er , when 
I have no doubt that bef ore the war it probabl y was o f a greater 
size and would have had many more f ea tur es. 

It would be most interestin g to le arn if any C.O . reader can 
remember or has seen any earl ier publicat ion, tho ugh l don ' t honestly 
thi nk it had anyt h ing like th e circu lat io n li ke our own so popul ar 
Modern Boy . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANT ED: Howard Baker rep rint of Magne t No . 27 (Single issue) . 

BELLFlE LD , 65 BRIDGE COUR T, C RAOL EY HEAT H, WARLEY, 
WEST MIDLANDS, B64 6LW. 
It must be in good condit ion - yo ur price paid. Phone C.H . 68952 . 
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"CHUMS" ECHO by S. Perr y 

f was ver y interested in th e art icle by Edward Baldock in th e 

lates t Annual. 
Ove r th e past few years my coJlect ing has bee n mainly "Ch ums 

Annuals'' and I have a few incl udin g the 1920 referred t o. 

Jt may interest reader s o f Co lle c t ors ' Dige st t o know that when 

the "Ch ampi on" was started in 1922, Eric Townsend th e auth or of 

"Th e Bell of Santadino" was also writing for Chums "Blackbirder's 

T reasur e" at th e same tim e! 
Th e leading characters in both st or ies were very sim ilar . 

C lare nce Doll aby in The Champ ion and C laud e Gall oway in "Chum s". 

ln fact it could be the same chap . 
I fine it rather surprising that so few readers of "D iges t" re fer 

to "Chum s" and I suppose for t hat matter to "Ch ampi on" . All th e 

favourite auth ors are in bot h papers. Tom Hunter, Earle Dan es ford, 

George Rocheste r, Walter Edw ards , John Whew ay , Mi chael Poo le, 

Morton Pike, e tc. 
1 co uld not find E. S. Brook es in "Chum s" bu t he may hav e been 

in there somewhere, no Charles Hamilt on, altho ugh quit e a few o f 

the "Sub" writer s were ther e. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SA TU RD A Y ECHO 

CHAS . CHURCHI LL wr ite s: 

In the sec tion of your Ed i to rial in th e Oct ober C.D. headed 

"On ce upon a Saturday" you menti on how you rem e mber the crowds 

of people around th e town on a Saturday, especia l ly in t he evenings 

and wonder whether the tim e of "payday " had anythi ng to do with 

it. I th i nk this wa s the main reason for the ru sh of shoppin g on 

a Sat urda y evening as in th ose days payti me was usua l ly at the ac tual 

end of th e working week or just before. 

I well remember an uncle of min e who work ed in the o ffic e 

of a large firm of groc er s, et c ., in Paig nt on, Devon, in th e earl y 

tw enties . He was paid (T won't say earn ed) th e prin ce ly sum of 

£2 weekl y , and was paid when th e shop c losed on Saturday ev en ing s 

at 8 p.m. Hi s wif e, my aunt, one day wrote the propri eto r aski ng 

if wage s cou ld be paid at midd ay on Sat urdays, pointing ou t how 

difficult shoppin g was late in the eveni ngs. To her great surprise 

the boss agreed and my aunt ever af te r cl ai med that she was the 



Page 30 

real reason why wages commenced generally being paid on Saturda y 
mornings or even oa Fr ida ys, from then on. 

Speaking for myself I always found Exet er packed with people 
in the city shopping area on Satu rd ays and I usua11y visited the 
second hand bookshop in the market at least twice that day. 
Lat e in the evenings some of the but chers sold off meat by auction 
and one could with luck obtain a nice leg of REAL lamb for l/6 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

l'.5. - Mot her says she neve r kn 1!w ~ 
11,; -;o quiet on;, ra il way journ e\ ~ ¥. ' '

7
• :•_. .._,.,"':_ 

helor e. We do look i,tood. d1111·1 ~"" 
we? 

Ne)( ( SIOJ) , Cat v illC·On •Sea 

S. J. Cash drawing from "The Playbox " o f July 1908. 
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A PLEASURE RECALLED BY E. Baldock 

The day is approaching. We know the exact date. Have we 
not marked it in red ink on our calendars long since? The day when 
'IT' is published. There is the all-significant clue. It could be a 
book, a paper, a journal or a proclamation - anything. It is more 
important and of far greater moment than any mere book or maga
zine. It is nothing less than the Christmas number of the Magnet: 
tooked forward to for so Long and with such anticipation. 

The Christmas number of the Magnet. A bumper issue double 
its normal size. An extra long main story involving a mystery and 
much fun over the holidays, together with numerous seasonable 
articles, the cover usually fringed with holly depicting a festive 
scene, posible at Wharton Lodge. There is a roaring log fire blazing 
in a wide grate. The groaning board is heaped with rich fare and 
is surrounded by happy faces, not forgetting that of Wi1liam George 
Bunter with the broadest of smirks upon his fat features, with his 
spectacles gleaming and in his element with a large wedge of cake 
in one hand and a brimming glass of ginger 'pop' in the other, the 
very ep itome of smug contentment. A glimpse through the leaded 
window in the rear reveals that it is snowing heavily. Obviously one 
of those old-fashioned Christmases when it always snowed at just 
the right time. A scene, in fact, redolent of another age, perhaps 
a less soph istica ted, less sensitive and simpler age when it was less 
difficult to amuse a more imaginati ve youth. 

Or again it may have been an outdoor scene. A wild and whirl
ing night of wind and storm. A black sinister- looking house with 
no lights visible and surrounded by wind-tossed trees. In the fore
ground, gazing upon this dismal scene, a group of well-coated fellows 
wearing Greyfriars' caps, Bunter being evident once more, looking 
less than happy on this occasion. Mystery and adventure are in 
the air. How we long to make a start on chapter one. Wonderful 
old Christmas numbers. 

It is upon such memories as these that we senior 'boy s' are 
able to look back and ponder, and to a degree re-live. It has been 
truly said that the boy is father to the man and in the make-up 
of most of us th is boy has been carefully nurtured and not allowed 
to fade or diminish with the passing years. Sympathy must go to 
the man who has at some point along the road lost this 'boy', the 
fellow he once was. Friars happily are a unique breed, neither 
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circumstances, age nor change can alter their perpetual enthusiasm 
for the joys of yesteryear. They are an evergreen species, a very 
special brand of brothers who, each year on the anniversary of 
the cherished 'Chri stmas Number', never forget to raise a brimming 
bumper of Mrs. Mimbles' 'b est ' to the memory of Charles Hamilton 
the founder of the feast. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MR. BUDDLE AND THE FLAG LIEUT. 

BOB CUSHING (Welwyn) writes: 

I would like to add my congratulations to the chorus of praise 
which l feel sure is, even at this moment, still swe lling the post
bag of Excelsior House, in tr ibute tO the latest C.D . Annual. 

Clearly, Mr. Buddle graced the pages of our favourite magazine, 
long, long ago but he is a newcom er to me ,and one to whom I 
will hope to renew acqua intan ce in future issues. 

On the subject of thi s month's issue of C.D., I was particularly 
interested in your reader's reference to the ' flag Lieutenant's films 
of the Si.lent era starring Henry Edwards. 

The patriotic themes exemplified by such productions were, 
of course, Immensely popular in their day as your reader implies 
and perhaps obscures the trem endous success of the stage tour 
enjoyed by Henry Edwards and his wife, Chrissie White. 

r saw this naval epic at the King's Theatre, Hammersmith 
during 1929 or 30 and to this day, I vividly recall the standing 
ovation the couple rece ived at 'Curtain Call', accompanied by 
masses 'Jf floral tributes, excessive even by the standards of those 
heady days, 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Duplicate Nelson Lees, 0/S, N/S, Union J acks, various 
other O.B.B.s, Post War Thomsons, etc. Would exchange for 
Sexton Blake Publications. 
F urther details (stamp appreciated): 
KEN TOWNSEND, 7 NORTH CLOSE, WILLINGTON, DERBY, DE6 6EA. 

* * * *-* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
why some pencils have erasers. 

Everyone makes mistak es . That's 
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